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SUMMARY OF FY 1997 ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

 
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES FOR OBTAINING KEY GOALS

Air Quality 

Overall Goal: To ensure and enhance the continued health, safety, and general welfare of all
citizens of the State, so that everyone can breathe clean air every day of the year, in every part of
the State.  To protect plant and animal life as well as property from air contaminants created by
human-derived air polluting activities of every type, and to render our air, land, and waterways
free from harmful levels of air contaminants.

Objectives: To achieve this goal, the DEP establishes the following objectives:

d Ground-level Ozone: By 1999, ground-level ozone and its precursor, nitrogen oxides
and volatile organic compounds, will be reduced to levels needed to meet and maintain
the state/federal outdoor air quality standard of 0.12 ppm within the entire state of Maine.

d Outdoor Air Quality Standards:  By 2005, Maine’s existing outdoor air quality
standards for lead, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, fine particulate
matter, toluene, and perchlorethylene will be met and maintained.

d Non-Criteria Pollutants:  By 2005, implement all federal control requirements and a
voluntary program in order to reduce total mass emissions of non-criteria pollutants, as
listed in Chapter 137 of the department’s regulations, by 25 percent based on 1996
baseline data.

Land and Water Quality  

Overall Goal: To ensure that land and water resources are protected, restored, and enhanced as
ecological systems supporting both the natural world and human activities, and to ensure that all
waters of the state meet or exceed their classification standards.

Objectives:  To achieve this goal, the DEP establishes the following objectives.  The DEP will
use the draft 1996 State of Maine Water Quality Assessment (305(b) Report) as a base line for
all measurements.

d Lakes and Ponds: By 2005, the overall trophic state of Maine lakes will be stable or
improving.  Continue and improve monitoring for toxics contamination in lakes so that
measurable objectives may be set.

d Rivers and Streams: By 2005, reduce by 65 miles the portions of Maine rivers and
streams that do not meet the fishable/swimmable or other applicable water quality
standards as a result of a decrease in pollutants from combined sewer overflows (CSOs)
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and other sources, excluding dioxin.  By 2000, have no Maine river under a fish
consumption advisory due to dioxin.

d Estuarine and Marine Areas: By 2005, reduce by 10 percent the square miles of
estuarine and marine habitat in nonattaiment due to bacterial contamination.  Reduce the
square miles not supporting designated uses due to other causes and, by 2005, develop a
scientific basis to define non-attainment, impaired and threatened coastal waters so that
measurable objectives may be set in relation to these causes.  By 1998, determine how to
better protect, enhance and manage beach systems and associated coastal resources in
southern Maine, and provide for a measurable objective.

d Wetlands: Ensure that wetlands of special significance are identified and protected, and
that the loss of all wetlands due to regulated activity is minimized.  Develop a data base
and assessment methods so that a measurable objective may be set.

d Ground Water:  By 2000, have the fundamental understanding and data necessary to set
measurable objectives for the protection of ground water quality and evaluation of use,
value and vulnerability.

d Watershed and Ecosystem Health: Continue to work to protect ecosystems and, by
2005, develop the information base needed to establish measurable objectives for the
protection of ecosystem health.

Materials Handling

Overall Goal: To protect public health, safety, welfare and the environment from pollution by
oil, hazardous substances, solid waste, or septage.

Objectives: To achieve this goal, the DEP establishes the following objectives.

d Contaminated Sites: By the year 2000, decrease by 15 percent the number of solid
waste, hazardous substance and petroleum contaminated sites that pose an unacceptable
risk to public health, safety, welfare and the environment.

d Tire Stockpiles: Within 5 years, eliminate the significant environmental and health
hazards posed by tire stockpiles, including the removal of a minimum of 15 million tires
by the year 2000.

d Waste and Petroleum Management: Annually, achieve the prevention of any
significant new illegal discharges and emissions, and minimize other risks to public
health, safety, welfare, and the environment associated with the siting, design and
operation of solid waste, septage, hazardous substance and petroleum facilities.
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d Abatement and Waste Transportation: By the year 2000, reduce to insignificant levels
the risk to public health, safety, welfare, and the environment from the abatement of
environmental hazards from, and the transportation of, solid waste, hazardous substances,
and petroleum.

d Waste Reduction and Recycling: By the year 2000, increase by 10 percent from 1996
levels the portion of Maine’s waste streams being managed through source reduction,
reuse, and recycling.


